Applications of the polymerase chain reaction in clinical ophthalmology.
Molecular biology has become a valuable component in many areas of medicine, including ophthalmology. Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) is the most widely used tool. It has proven to be a powerful technique in diagnosis and quantification of microorganisms and antibiotic resistance screening. For a growing number of ophthalmic conditions PCR testing can be conducted. It is therefore important that clinicians be knowledgeable about the indications, strengths, and limitations of the technique. The purpose of this review is to explore the current role of PCR in the diagnosis and management of eye disease.